
	

 

NEWS RELEASE: Tuesday 19 September 2017	
	

Hay Festival Winter Weekend turns 18 with new 
venue, extended programming 

 

    
 
Hay Festival has today announced plans for the biggest ever Hay Festival Winter Weekend, 23 – 
26 November 2017, including a new 400-seater venue and extended programming.  
 
Taking place in Hay-on-Wye, Wales, beneath the Black Mountains and on the banks of the River 
Wye, the festival offers four days of family fun within the picturesque surrounds of the town’s 
independent bookshops, cafés, and markets, just a stone’s throw from the Brecon Beacons 
National Park. 
 
Blending literary conversation, immersive performances and family workshops, with the best of 
the town’s seasonal shopping and a chance to explore the famed natural surroundings in all their 
autumnal splendour, the festival is a perfect winter getaway. 
 
Now in its 18th year, the programme of talks (announced 16 October) will be the most ambitious 
yet, highlighting the world’s best new fiction, non-fiction and poetry. A new venue will double 
the festival’s seated capacity and further transform the town centre into a playground of ideas. 
Events will also begin a day earlier than previous years, with programmed talks and performances 
from Thursday 23 November. 
 
Workshops for young people take inspiration from the festival’s #HAYTREES project, with 
tree- to-type printmaking, festival crafts and Forest School events, plus a host of engaging talks 
for all ages featuring the very best writers for young people. 
 
The town’s atmospheric market square will be a focus of festivities: 
 
On Friday 24 November, the Hay Christmas lights will be turned on, transforming the town 
into a winter wonderland brimming with festive cheer, accompanied by carol singing, readings 
and evening entertainment. 
 
On Saturday 25 November, the Hay Food Festival celebrates all that’s good about winter 
cooking, with over 50 stalls showcasing the very best of local produce, from savoury to sweet. 
 
On Sunday 26 November, Hay Does Vintage transforms the square into a festive outdoor 
fleamarket with over 50 vintage and retro traders offering a diverse collection of items from 
clothes, textiles and jewellery, to furniture, collectables, and kitchenalia. 
  



	

 

Peter Florence, Director of Hay Festival, said: “Hay Festival Winter Weekend is a chance to 
experience Hay as never before. There will be great writers, inspiring thinkers, and a thrilling 
bazaar of local crafts, foods and curiosities, wrapped in festive lights and glistening with winter 
cheer. Join us.” 
 
Clare Fry, Chair of Hay and District Chamber of Commerce, said: “A number of spring 
and summer visitors to Hay ask what we do in the winter, presumably thinking we batten down 
the hatches, light the fire and close our doors.  This couldn't be further from the truth. Hay is the 
market town that never sleeps and especially not at Christmas! This magical little place is 
extremely fortunate to have a seasonal cultural/literary explosion from Hay Festival not 
forgetting the festive markets and events encompassing the best of our local growers, producers, 
retailers, artists and more. Join us and even stay for a while, there are inns, hotels, BnBs, 
restaurants, bars aplenty and, when the festive-head needs to be cleared, take a brisk walk or bike-
ride on the snow-capped Black Mountains or through the Wye Valley.” 
	
The full festival programme will be announced Monday 16 October, when tickets go on sale to 
Friends of Hay Festival. Tickets will be on general sale Thursday 19 October. 
 
Following on from the 30th Hay Festival in Wales (25 May – 5 June), Querétaro, Mexico (7 – 10 
September), Segovia, Spain (16 – 24 September), Aarhus, Denmark (26 – 29 October), and 
Arequipa Peru (9 - 12 November), Hay Festival Winter Weekend is the festival’s final edition of 
2017.  
 
The project has been funded by the Welsh Government’s Tourism Product Innovation Fund 
which aims to encourage partnership working and innovative ideas which will have a greater 
impact and attract more visitors. 
	
Keep up to date with Hay Festival’s news by signing up to the newsletter here or follow them on:	
Twitter: @hayfestival / @hayfestival_esp	
Facebook: hayfestival / hayfestivalimaginaelmundo	
Instagram: @hayfestival 	
	
www.hayfestival.org/winterweekend  
#HayWinterWeekend 
	
ENDS 
 
Notes to editors 
 
For IMAGES, INTERVIEWS or FURTHER INFORMATION, contact Hay Festival publicity 
director Christopher Bone at christopher@hayfestival.org or 07506 522540. 
	
About Hay Festival	
www.hayfestival.org	
	
Hay Festival brings readers and writers together to share stories and ideas in sustainable events 
around the world. The festivals inspire, examine and entertain, inviting participants to imagine 
the world as it is and as it might be. 	
	



	

 

Nobel Prize-winners and novelists, scientists and politicians, historians and musicians talk with 
audiences in a dynamic exchange of ideas. The Festival’s global conversation shares the latest 
thinking in the arts and sciences with curious audiences live, in print and online. Hay Festival also 
runs wide programmes of education work supporting coming generations of writers and 
culturally hungry audiences of all ages. 	
	
In 1987, the festival was dreamt up around a kitchen table in Hay. Thirty years later, the unique 
marriage of exacting conversations and entertainment for all ages has travelled to editions in 30 
locations, from the historic town of Cartagena in Colombia to the heart of cities in Peru, Mexico, 
Spain and Denmark. The organisation now reaches a global audience of hundreds of thousands 
every year and continues to grow and innovate, building partnerships and initiatives alongside 
some of the leading bodies in arts and the media, including the BBC, Welsh Government 
Department of Education, Visit Wales, ACW, the British Council, Oxfam, TATA, Friends of 
Hay Festival, Baillie Gifford, Good Energy, the Woodland Trust and the National Trust.	
	
Acclaimed author, actor and writer Stephen Fry is President of the organisation; Peter Florence 
is Director; and Caroline Michel, CEO of leading literary and talent agency Peters Fraser and 
Dunlop, is Chair of the Festival board. 	
	
Hay Festival 2017/18 dates...	
	

• Hay Festival Querétaro, Mexico (7– 10 Sep 2017) 
• Hay Festival Segovia, Spain (16–24 Sep 2017) 
• European Children’s Literature Hay Festival Aarhus, Denmark (26–29 Oct 2017) 
• Hay Festival Arequipa, Peru (9–12 Nov 2017) 
• Hay Festival Wales Winter Weekend, UK (23 – 26 Nov 2017) 
• Hay Festival Cartagena de Indias, Colombia (25–28 Jan 2018) 
• Hay Festival Wales, UK (24 May – 3 June 2018) 

 
 

	


